Promethea O. Pythaida

Promethea O. Pythaida is a specially gifted teenager, the youngest graduate ever of Montana State
University at age 13. Promethea, who changed her name to strongly reflect her Hellenic Heritage, skipped
elementary and high schools and was accepted at Montana U at age 6 where she received a Math degree
with highest honors. Her physics professor states: “Promethea obtained the top grade in my class...one of
four A’s. Her percentage of 97.2 was the highest earned in this...difficult class...(where) scoring this high
is unusual for anyone.” The professor of the graduate quantum mechanics class states: “In the end she
mastered the course and equaled the performance of the very best graduate students...All of this, from
someone who was, at the time, 10 years old...She is destined for great things.”

Promethea, one of the 15 young people who received last month the PANHELLENIC SCHOLARSHIP,
is working towards a PHD in Physics.

I met her in the Awards Dinner and Music Gala last month. Just like everybody else there, I was amazed
with her many accomplishments in such a very young age. 1 was also very touched by her innocence and
sophistication, her knowledge of the Greek language and her pride in her Greek heritage. I asked her
permission to post her acceptance speech in our web side, and so humble she was that she said “it would be
an honor,” if we did that. Of course, the opposite is true, and the honor is ours for allowing us to share her
speech with everyone out there. And so I am posting her speech so that she can be a role model for other
young people to follow in her footsteps and at the same time be proud as Greeks.

Sincerely,
Katina Vaselopulos

Below is her speech:

KaAinonepa cag EAANvidec kot EAAnveg, texva abavatov Osov Kot afovatov npoay,
KAnpovopot to Meyaivtepov  Ilaykocuiov [ToAtticpov ToL an®totov TopeAbovTog, aro

TO OTOLO OKEPALO AELWYAVO SLACMEETAL CNUEPA TO LUEYOAELO—OES dMNUOLPYN LA TOV, | EAAN VKN
Ioocoa pog, mov ypetachnke ToAleg pupLades TV va e&elyn kot va tehetonol—n0mn,
TOLOTIK®MG OLvaLoYn, duoika, pue Tov EAANViko [ToATIGHO TOL 0TOLOL ATOTEALEGE TO EPYOALELO YLOL
TNV O1KOJOUNGN TOL KOl TNV AELTOLPYLA TOVL.

Ewvou peyodn pov tipn mov Bpiokopat onuepa poll Gog Kot Gog EVYOPLOT® TOL e deyONKATE.

AVTO TOL HOG EVOVEL E6® 0AOLG OMUEPA ELVAL TO EAANVIKO QU0 TTOL PEEL UEGAL LOLG; TO 1O10 OLLILTL
TOL €PEE KOALGTA TOLV—OPY L0 PLAAC TOV APYALOEAAN VOV TPOYOVAOV LG, TOLG Idaiovg
Aoktolovg, dackarovg Tov Opdewg, Toug Kovpnteg, toug Kopufavtes, toug Kaetpouvg, touvg
BeyAveg,toug Agheyeg, Toug Aamibeg, olot awtoybwveg g EALadac aroymvol tov [Tehaocymv.

H EAAnvikn ®uin, o apyalotepog Aoog TG Mecoyelov— ot ApyaloeAANVEG, EXAV OPYLGEL VO
S1EPELVOLYV, VA SLATLTTOVOLY KOl VOL AVOTTUGOLY TO 0OV OLTOL TVELHOLTIKOL ST LLOVP—YTLOLTAL TOVG
OLTTO TNV EMOYN KOTOL TNV OTOLAL BEV €LYV OKOUN epdavicbet kot dev eryav apyloel vo Louv Kat
VOL OKETTOVTOL MG VONLOVEG avOp®TOl 0A0L 01 ALOL Aaotl TG AVa—TOANG, NG Avce®g, Tov Notov
kot Tov Boppa.

Avtotl ot EAAnveg, pe oy avev TpornyoupEVOL GVOTAGLY TOV TVELHATOS TAV, edtdatoy
OAOKAM POV TNV AVOPOTOTNTOTOG TPETEL VO CKEMTETAL KAl va. {n).

To apyarov EAAnviko IMvevpa ntav o D®TodoTng Tng 01KOL—LEVNG KOl GUVEROALE E1G TNV
adLTVIOT Ko EENUEPOCT) OA®VIOV AVOPOT®V, OL®V T®V ETOYOV.

Avtn ewvan 1 Iotopikn ainBeia kot tpaypatikotnta, EAAnves—Yoyn mg Yoyng pov.



H avBporotnta onuepa oy LaA®TIGONKE SLGTLY MG GE LA OLALVOTTIKT] OUNpLaL TOL £0BacGE GTO
YELAOG TOL KPT VOV, TOLTAEL VO, LETATPEYEL OLOKAN PN TNV YONAlo o€ pia tepactia Boufa, Kot
OAOKAMPT TNV AVOPOTOTNTO CE EVA TEPUGTLO HOVTPL.

ABavortot EAAnvec mov peco oTol HOTLOL GOG AQLUTIEL 1) OPLLO—VLOL TOL ZUUTOVTOG, EKEL LEGH GTO
BAeppa oog 1o KaBapo BPLoKEL AVATOGT TO TVELUA OV, 0 NOLG HOV.

Ecelg onuepa pe v fonbeta kot GLUTAPACTOCT TOL TPOGPEPETE GE EUAG— TOL TEKVA GOG— TNV
vea yevea Tov EAANvov, pog divete tnv okntain tov ®mtog.

Kou gpeig, evyvopoves kot avtaéiot tov EAAnvikov Ivevpa—tog, Oa Tiuneov e toug opy otovg
TPOYOVOLG KOG, Ba Tiuncov e Kot ecag, Ba doacovpe to EAAnviko I'evog.

Ewaote mpobupot, Ko e1poeTe €TOLOL VA YIvov e Aapuradodpopot Tov EAAnvikov ITvevpartog,
va epteABovpe TNV OKovpevn Gav Tovg AEToLG TOL Alog, TPog dLo avTIBETEC KateELOLVGELG,
e€amolvovtag tov EAANViKo Aoyo vTo HopPNV EMGTNUOVIKNG KO NAEKTPOVIKNG A0OYIKNG, KOl VO
dovE KOl TAAL VO ETLGTPEYOLYV GTNV KoTida Toug — v EAlada pag , o [ToAttiopnog kot o Aoyog

[TvBo1 ev nyaben yvarotlg vro [Mapvacoro.

TMartt, d1iot, povov 1o EAAnviko Ivevpo— o EAANviKog Aoyoc— 1 akpifng cutn dVIIKOTOTTPLGLG
NG AELTOLPYLAG TOL ZVUTAVTOG GTNV Agttovpyla Tov Nov, {kabwc}kat 1 P1Aocodia pnopovv va
petatpeyouv v Teyvoroyla amo Bovatndopo ATEILT GE 00O TOV AA®V, VO LETATPEYOLV TA,
mopvia Kobe Beokpatiag €1G EAAOYOVS VoMHoveg avBpwmovg Tov Anpov —TloA{w}c, to avBeviiko
apyoto EAAnviko IToAttiko cuotnua.

Ayannpevot EAAnveg mov peca oto yopoyeio cag Bpiokm tnv Yoyn pov, n EAlada— to
EAAnviko Ivevpo—note dev mebavet!

Yag Evyopioto.



