HOW THE GREEK LANGUAGE FERTILIZED
THE LANGUAGES OF THE WORLD

Knowing the history of words, we know the history of

humanity. Language is the main human characteristic that
separates men from animals. Scientists acknowledge that man is
programmed to develop speech/language.

The physical environment where people live plays a major
role in the development of their language. The influence of the
clear blue Greek sky, the glaring sunlight, the variety of the
physical environment (mountains, meadows, ravines and canyons,
rivers, seas, beaches and coasts, and the moderate climate, all
shaped the gentle, flexible, polymorphous, melodic, full of vowels
and variety of expression Greek language.

The ancient Greek language was lively, good sounding,
polytonal to the point that often sounded musical, able to mimic all
kinds of sounds, something that does not happen with other
languages. The Arabs, for example, do not have the sound “p”, the
Chinese do not have “r” and the Russians do not have “th.”

The Mediterranean Languages, and specifically the Greek,
are considered as “triumph of vowels”. As we travel north,
however, the pronunciation in other languages changes. It
becomes heavier, harder. The environment there is not friendly,
cheerful and joyful. One needs to struggle to tame it, in order to
survive. The vowels decline, and while some sounds descent to
the larynx, others ascent to the nasal cavity. They become hard to
the ears. In such cold environments, where loosing even the
smallest amount of heat is crucial, it is necessary to open the
mouth as less as possible. So, in the northern languages, there are



fewer vowels and more consonants. These are called “the
languages of the closed mouth.”

Let’s take one Greek word, for example:

gLeNUOCLVN

Let’s see how it progressively changed.

The Latin borrowed this word —just like they borrowed most of
their vocabulary from the Greeks- and they pronounced it:

Alemosina

As the word traveled north, it changed ever more:
ITALIAN - elemosina

SPANISH - limosna

FRENCH - aumone

GERMAN - almocen

ENGLISH — alms

As we see, the vowels are thrown out. This results to a Greek
word that has become unpleasantly unrecognizable.

A language, besides genealogy and history, reveals the
idiosyncrasy (temperament), good taste, and the soul of the people
who speak it.

It is well known now that the Greek language is the oldest
language of those spoken in Europe.
From prehistoric times, Greeks who spoke Greek gave names to
seas, cities and places that are still used today.

It has been calculated that Greeks today use in their every
day Greek language 2.500 Homeric words. While many of those

words are used in other languages in a recognizable form, some are

not recognizable at all.



For example, the English word coward, comes from the
Greek word k0Bovpog and means exactly the same as “coward”.

The English word after comes from the Greek word
avtap=right after.

The English word Kkiss also comes from the Greek word
KLV®, KLO®= TPOGKLV® TNV EKOVA , KUG® GE TNV XELPA
(I kiss the icon, or I kiss your hand).

The Greek word has given, and continues to give, the
material for the transformation of the international scientific
vocabulary. Medicine, Athletics, Physics, Astronomy, Geography,
Philosophy, Chemistry, Geometry, Geology, Politics, Democracy,
Theology, Linguistics, all the Arts and Sciences were born,
developed and are operating with a vocabulary clearly Greek.
Everyone by now agrees that the Greek language contains words of
higher thoughts, and verbally dresses abstract ideas. In a few
words: Greek is the Language of civilization!

Furthermore, it 1s not just our Greek words and roots,
prefixes and suffixes that enriched the Latin language and thought
it the other western languages, but also our Mythology.

“...The Classical Greek language is one of the most important
sources that influenced our every day language... When you refer
to the alphabet, you pronounce exactly the first two Greek letters,

Alpha and Beta... When you talk about arithmetic,
You almost say the Greek word arithmos. ..

The New Webster Dictionary of the English Language
Edition GROULIER, N. York



ENGLISH GREEK

Academy...........oooiiiii Axoaonuia
Acanthus............cooiiiiiiiiii akavOog
Accord (to be in agreement or harmony....... LOPOM
ACOUSHICS. ..ttt e OLKOLGTLKT)
Agony (great pain in the body or mind)........ ayovia
Agoraphobia (fear of public places)............. ayopadofio
AT anp
Alabaster (a smooth white stone)............... arlaPocTpog
AllegOory. ..o aAAnyOplO
Allergy. ..o aALEPYLOL
AMNESIA. .. iiiiiii i, apvnoelo
Amphitheater.....................o, apdprfeatpov
Analogy.....cooviiiiiii avaioylo
Analyze.........oooiiiiiii QVOLALGCLG
Anarchy..........oooiiiiii oavapy Lo
Anecdote.........oooviiiiiiiii OVEKOOTO
ANCMONE. ....uiiieiiiiiiiiieeeeanns OLVEUMVT
Angel........ooi QLYYEAOG
ANONYMOUS. ...ttt OLVOVULLOG

“...0Our alphabet {English} came from Greece. Our language is
full of Greek words. Our science created an international language
through Greek terms. Our Grammar and our oratory, even the
punctuation and the division in paragraphs are Greek discoveries.

W. Durant
Baptism........oooiiiiiiii Barticpo
Bibliography............coooooii BiBAro—ypapra
Blame, blaspheme.............................. Bracdnum
Bowl,Ball..............oooi BwAlog/Boiog

Botanic.........ooooiiiiiii Botavikn



Bulb.....ooo BoAPog
Catholic........cooiiiiiiii KaBoAl1KkoC

(O 11 ] 5 [« KOLLGTIKOG
Center, Central..................ooooiiiinl L. KEVTPOV
Sarcophagus.............coooiiiiiiii i GoPKOPOYOS
Chaos....c.ovvvi i Y OLOG
Chlorophyll...............ooill. YA®POG, YA®POPULAAN
Chromatic...........oooviiii i, LPOLO

COMIC. ..ttt KOULKOG
Comet.....ooviiiiiiiiii e KOUNTNG
COSIMIC. ...ttt e e, KOGULKOG
(039 1S3 1 KPLo1G
(@515 [0 |0 (ST KPLTIKOG
Cube. ..o KLPBOG

CyCle. i, KLUKAOG

“The Greeks understood the mysterious power of the hidden
side of things. They gave us one of the most beautiful words of

our language, the word Enthusiasm (EvBovciacpog), from the
Greek words gvoc Ogoc neco noc, (a god inside us)...”

Arthur Kisler
Dolphin.........ccoooiiii delPLvi
December.........coovviiiiiiiiii Aekepfprog
Demon......coooviiiiiiiii oLV
Democracy.....c.covviiiiiiiiiiiiii Anpokpartio
Dermatology........cooovviiiiiiiiiii e, deppatoroyio
DisK. .o, O1GKOG
Dollar.......cooviiiiiii TOAQLPOG

o=l give,

DOnor. ..o dotnp=donor



Dragon......cccooviiiiii OPOK®V

Echo ..o Ny
School.....ccovii G OAN
Economy........coooviiiiiiii olKovoua
Ecology.....ooviiiii OlKOAOYLOL
EgOoisSm......cooviiiiiii EYW/EYOIGLLOG
ElastiC.....oovvi EAALGTIKOG
Electric....cooovviiiiii NAEKTPLKOG
Emphasis.......ccoooiiiiiiiiii epdpactg
Enigma........coooiiiiiii OLLVIYUOL

“Any other language 1s nothing else but a hypo dialect

of the Greek language.”
A. Jacobs “THE NEW PENGUINNDICTIONARY OF MUSIC”

English Latin Greek
Famed/fame................................ dnun, GNUICUEVOC
Infamous/infamy........................ av(ev)=without+¢nun
Fantasy..........oooiiiiiiiiiii i, daviacia
Phantom.................oooo, daviocuo
Fault(y)/fake............. fallo......cdairlm=I make a mistake
Female/feminine......... feo.......oooiil dLv®
Fire/focus/fusil........................... dwg, mup,pvp
Fierce......oovviiiiiiiiii i, dnp,oOnp,Onpro=wild
Fig.......oooiiiii . ficus................ GULKOV
Flower........coooiiii dALOOC=AOVLAOLOL
Flora/floral/florist

To float/fleet............... fluo.............. dPALO=TTAE®



Fort/force............. fortis=strong.....¢poptiov=heavy load
Effort

Frenzy/frantic.............................. dPEVLTLC
[ fry/frying..........oooooiiiiii.. dpLyw/ ppuyavia=toast
Frigid/refrigerator/frost.............. dpryoc=cold

“Alexander, after choosing three thousand Persian
youths, gave the order the Greek language to be taught.”

Plutarch
English Latin Greek
Gaiety=cheerfulness......................... yoo=I am happy
GalactiC.....oovviiiiiiii yoAQL
GalaxXy....ooooiiiii roAoElog
Gargle......ooovviiii yopyopa
Gastric=has to do with the stomach......... YOG TPLKOG
Gastritis
Gastronomy=the art of good eating......... YOLGTPOVOULOL
Glant.........cooiiiiiii TIyog(yryavtog)
Genealogy=family tree/study of families....yevearoyio
Gender.......cooiiiiii YEVOG
Genesis=beginning, origin................... YEVEGLC, YEVNON
Genetic
I'm=Earth
GEOCENTIIC. ..ttt e e, YEMKEVTPLKOG
Geography=the study of the earth........... TE@YypOLhLaL
Geology ..o, TEOAOYLIQ

Geometry.....covvviiii e TEDUETPLAL



Gloss/glossary........ooovviiiiiiiiiininnn... TAOGGO

Glue/gluten........................ vYAoloc=sticky substance
Glucose=a kind of sugar.................. YAvKo=sweet
Govern=to rule/........... guberno.......... KLPBepvo
Government............oveveiiiiiieennnnnn. KvBepvnon
(€015 4110 KuBepvnIng
Grammar..............oo YPOLLLLOTIKN
Gram.......ccooiiiii e, YPOLLOPLOV
GraphiC.......cooviiii Ypadn=writing
GTaSS. .ttt e, YPOALG1O1
Gymnasium...........ooviiiiieeiiiinieneannns. TOLVOGLOV
Gymnast.......coooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiea, YOUVOGTNG
GymNastiCS.....ooviiiiie e TOUVOLGTIKN
Hero=npmwag

Plato (Kratylos 398) says that “the name npwg states a birth
out of love...don’t you know that the heroes are demigods? All of
them came to being when gods loved mortals.”

The word “hero” exists in all languages and comes from the Greek
word npwagc. No other language has the equivalent. Heroism is
internationally stated in Greek. Originally, the word npwag was a
kind of a title, like “ser’=xvpioc.

The German word for “ser” is HERR from the word “hero”.
The Russians pronounce the same word gerroi, and the Japanese,
hirosi.

The word npwag traveled long, long ago to Polynisia as well:

In the Maori Dialect, “whiro” means the god of traveling.

In the Hawaiian Dialect, “hilo” is the name for navigator.

In the Tuamotus Dialect, “hire” is the god of education.

In the Rarotonga Dialect, “iro” means famous ancestor.



In the Taitian Dialect, “hiro” is the god of thieves.
In the Mangain Dialect, “iroe” is the protector of thieves.
(The Greek god Hermes was also protector of thieves.)

It is evident that within all these meanings, the indigenous people
keep memories from ancient times, of far away visitors, by whom
they were impressed and never forgot them.

English Greek
Harmony/harmonious............................... opHovia
Harmonica/philharmonic
Harpoon=a spear to catch whales.................. opmToyn
Hemisphere=half globe........................... nui(ov)=half
Herculean=strong, brave like Hercules.......... Hpoxing
Hour......oooii PO
HOToSCOpe. ..o, WPOCGKOTLO
Hexagon.........ooooiiiiiii e, e€aymvo
Heptagon........coooiiiiiii i EMTAYOVO
Chasm=deep crack in the earth..................... YOG L
Hierarchy=rank.......................ooiiial, lepapyla
Hieroglyphic............oocoiiiiiii L, 1lEpOyYALPLKOG
Hilarious........c.oooiii e, AoLpog
Hippocampus..........ccoovviiiiiiiiiiiiiinnn. ITTOKOLUTTOG
Hippodrome=horse race track.................. LTTOOPOLLOG
Hippopotamus...........c.ooviiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnn. ITTOTOTALLOG
History, story.......coooviiiiiiiiiiiii e, 1GTOPLOL

Historian/historic/historiography/prehistory
Holocaust=great destruction of life by fire....oAokavtoua



Horizontal.................oooi optlovTia

Oil.......iiii . (Latin: olium)........... EAOLLOV=A001
Eight............ (German: acht)...(Latin:octo).....0KT®
OYSter. e, ootpeov=shell
Humble.................ll, younioc= small, low
Humiliation/humiliate
Hybrid.........ooo vPpLotov
Hydrate/hydraulic...................... LO®P/VLOPO...=water
Hydra.......oooi vopa

Hydra is a tiny water animal. Any part of it that is cut off will grow
to a whole new animal. In Greek myths, the Hydra was a serpent
with nine heads. When a head was cut off, two others grew in its
place. Hercules killed the Hydra by burning each neck after its head
was cut off.

Hydrogen...........ooooiiiiiiiiiiii . LOPOYOVO
Hydrophobia......................l, vopoPofia
Hydrotherapy............oooooil, vopobepamela
Hyena......cooooiii vaLva
Hygiene/hygienic..................cooeviiinn... LYLELVT
Hymn.......oooo LUVOG
Hyperbole=exaggeration...... vnepPoAin=throwing over, or
beyond
Hypnosis.......ooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, LTTVOG1G
LTO...
Hypochondria...................coooiiial, LTOYOVOPLOL
worry or anxiety about one’s health
Hypocrite.......ooooveiiiiiiiiiii LTOKPLTNG
Hypotenuse........coovvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiin e, LTOTELVOLGQL
Hypothesis/hypothetical.......................... vroBecic

Hysteria/hysterical..................... LGTEPLOL/VGTEPLKOG



“Many the languages of the mortals, however, only one of those

languages 1s immortal.”
LONDINI SUMPTIBUS SAMUELIS BAGSTER Publishing Company

070 ) 1 glKoval
Iconography...........ccoooiiiiiiii, grKovoypadlo
Idea.....ooo 10eal
Ideal/idealize/idealism/ideology/ideography
Idiom......oooii 101opa

Idiot/idiocy...101® T C=0ne who no longer is involved with politics. ..
with underrated meaning= foolish or stupid person

Idol/idolatry/doll...............ooooii ELOOAOV
Igneous/ignition/ignite......................... tKvuc=ash, dust
Impetuous/impetus............ooevvvveennnn.. TETW, TITTO
Impulse/impulsive....................ooo..l nalcic=pulse
Incline/inclination......................... EVHKALVO=YEPV®
Indigenous.........cevviiiiiiiiiiiiinn.. . gvooyevNG=native
Indication/indicative/indicate................ EVOEIKTNG
Industry................ EVTOGHGTOPVLU=0TTA®V®, CTPOV®O
Inflation.................oooiiiiil, OAED=ELLOLL YELOTOG
Install............... ev+otelAho=cTNnvo=Ralmn kKatt opolo
Installation/stable
Instinct/instinctive........oocovvviiiiiiiniinnnn.... EVOTIKTOV
Todine.....covvviiiii 1WOL0V

Tota. .. ota (1)

5 1plc=rainbow
[rony/iIronicC...... cooovviiiiiii i, EpOVELN
Ethos/ethics...........cooooiiiiiii nBog

Juice/JuiCy ..o Copog, Covut



Kaleidoscope...KkaAELO0CKOTIOV= KOAOV E100C GKOTT®

Kerosene......... Knpolivn (knpoc= kept)
Kilogram............ YIALOYPOLUULOV
Kilometer.................. YLALOUETPO

Cinema Kivnoic

Kinetic

Klaxon.................... KAoyn (sharp sound)
Kleptomania(c)................... KAETTOUAVNG, KAETTOUOLVLAL
CySteeeiii KUGTIC

L

Labyrinth....................... AaPoprvBoc
Lake.......coooeeeiiiiiiil. Aaxkoc=pool-lake
Lagoon....... Latin=lacuna....Aokkog
Laconic=using few words........ AOLK®VIKOG
LaiC...coovvviiiiiii i, AOLLKOG

Lay, layman, laity

Language Aavyovn=tongue
Linguist (ics)

Lard.......ooooiiiiiiiiii. .. Lapooc=the fat of pigs
Large......coovvvvviiiiiinnnn.. Laprvoc= well fed fat cow
Largeness

Largely

LarynX......ooovvviiiiiiiiinnnnn... AapovE

Laryngeal

Laryngitis

Latitude............... Latin=latus......... TAQLTUC



Lection.............ooiiiiiinnn., AEY®
Lector

Lecture

Legend

Lethargy....................... AnBapyog
Lexicon..........ccooevveenn.... Ae€kov
Lexicography.................. “ypoprol
Lexicology........ooovvninnn.... -Loyio
Liberal.................. Latin=liber....eAevBepog
Liberty

Liberate

Locality......ccooovvviiiiiiiiiiil. Aoyoc=place of ambush

Location
Local
Localize

Lineage
Linear

Lipograph



Liquor........coovviiiiiiiiiinn, yAvkopila
ABoc=stone

Lithology
Lithosphere
Lithograph (y)
Liturgy.....cooovvvviiiiiiain. Aertovpylo(Aaoc=epyov)
Logarithm (ic)............... AoyoprBuog(Aoyoc=0p1Bpoq)
Logic(al).................... AOYiKN
Look....c...oooiiiiiin.l. Aok (dwg, Aevkog)
Lucid (ity)
Luminous
Light (ing)
Lyre......... ...Avpa=instrument similar to guitar,
founded by Hermes)
Lyric (al)
Lyricism
M
Masticate (I) ................... nactiyom (Locw=I chew)
Machine......................... Unyovn
Mechanical
Machinery
LOKPO......
Macrocosm........c.cvvviiiinnnnnnnn.. KOGLOG

Master...... Latin= magister....llEYLGTOC—LEYOC



Mastery majestic
Mister major

Mistress

Magi.....ooovviiiiiiiiiiiiii . LLOLYOG

Magic, magical, magician

Magma..........ccoiiiiiinnnianns Loy o

Magnet magnetic.................. LOyVNTNG

Magnetism

Magnetize

May From the mother of Hermes, Moo

Mal, malady....... Latin malus......ueAeoc=aOA10G, KOKOG
Moppoow=CnTtom ToV Lo.eTOoV

Mamma, mammy................... LLOLLLLOL, LLOLLLLN

Mania, maniac......................... Lovio

March................ Latin- Ars, Mars........... Apng

Marsupial................oooel L. LOLG1TTOC=COKKOGC

Mass....ccooviiiiiiiiiiiiee Mocla

MasSive.....oovvvviieiiiiiiienns

Amass

Mathematics...................... MoOnuatika

Mausoleum........................ LOLC OAELOV

Meander.................cooeiinn, LOLLOVOPOG

Megaphone........................ Hueya+eovn

Melancholy........................ LeAoryy ool

Melancholic

Melody......oooviiiii LEA®OLL

Melodious

Melodrama.......................... LEAOOPOLLLOL



Mother............... Latin=mater.......... LaTNP—UNTNP
Maternal

Matriarch
Matrimony
Metal.........oooii LETAALOV
Metallic
Metaphor.............oooovii LeTAPOpOL
Meteor......ovvvviiiiiiiiiie LETEMPOG
Meteoric
MeEteorite ......ccoeevvrvvriiiieeeeeeeeeenn, LETEMPLTNG
Meteorology.............oo...l, LLETEMPOAOYLOL
|\ (1 LLETPOV
Metrical
Metropolis..................... LUNTPOTOALG=UNTNP TOALG
Metropolitan

ULKPOG
MiCrocoSm........oovvviiiiiiiiinennn... KOGUOG
Micrograph..............cooovii ., Tpadlo
Microorganism.............coeeeennnn.. OPYOVIGLLOG
Microphone...............cooeeeiii.ll, dwvo
MICTOSCOPE. . vvveeiieeiiieeeaieeennn, GKOTKOG
Microbe........cooviiiiiiiiiinL. uikpofrov
MIiSery...oovviiiiii i LU1GOG
Miserable............ Lat. Miser
Mnemonic............oooeveiiniiannn. VT UN=memory
Monarch......................... novopyne (Lovog apymv)
Monarchy.................o... .. Lovapy Lo
Monitor...Lat. Monitor ............ LN VOUTO

one who gives information



Monochrome.................... LLOVOY POUOG

Monogram........................ LLOVOYPOLLLLLOL

Monologue........................ LLOVOAOYOG

Monopoly.......ccceveiiiiiiiil. LLOVOTTOALOV

Monotheism........................ rnovoBelopnog

Monotone............ceevviinnnnn... LLOVOTOVOG

Myopia................... LV OO (LLO=KAELO+OY=LOTL)

Myopic

MysStery....oovvviiiiiieeeiiinnnnn. LLGTTPLOV

\Y ) (R HLUGTIKOV

Myth........... nvbog

Mythology

Mythical

Nausea.....coovvviiiiiiiiiiinnnnn, vouTia

Nebulous, nebula, nimbus.............. vedpeAN—vePOC
VEOG

Neolithic.........oooiiiii AB1kn

Nerve...ooooiiiiiiiiiii VELPOV

Nervous

Nostalgia..........oooeviiiiiiiiiin... vooTaiyla

L@ 1 00lG1G

Obelisk.......coovvviiiiiii ofeAlloKoC

Orchestra..........cooevvviiiiiii i, opyMNoTPA

Organ......ccooeviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e OpYOLVOV

Organize



Organization

Organist

Orphan.............coiiiiiiiiiiii . opdpavog

(0)147420<) 1 P U oEvyovov
Paleolithic....................ooooiiil, ToALOA101K0C
Paleontology..........ccovvvvviniiinnnn... [Tolatovtoroyia
Palm...........oooii TOLAOLUT
Panacea................oooo TOLVAKELQ
Panic........cooiiiiiii TOLVIKOG
Paradise...........coooiiiiiiii i, TOLPOLOELGOG
ParadoX..........oooiiiiiiiii ToLPAO0EO
Paragraph.................ooooiii, TALPOLY POLPOG
Parallel................iii TOLPOUAANAOG
Parallelogram......................... TAPOUAANAOYPAULLOV
Paralysis......coooiiiiiiiii TOLPOAVGLG
Parenthesis...........ooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii. nopevOesg
Pause......cooiii TOVOLG
Pharmacy............oooiiiiiiiii POLPLLAKELO
Phenomenon.....................oooo, GOLLVOLLEVOV
Philosophy ... drrocodlol
Phonograph................iiiii doOVN+yYpoPm
Photo....oooii dmG
Phrase........cooiiiiiiiiii dpoLoLg
Pistachio..........coooiiiiiiii TIGTOKLOV

Planet, planetarium.....................cooinen TAOVNTNG



Poetry, poem...........ccooviiiiiiiiiian, TOLN G, TOLN O
Pole. .. TOAOG
Polar, polarity, polarize, polarization
Pepper TLTEPL
POLICE .o TOMG
POlitiCS. .o, TOALTLK
Pork. ... Topkog(pig)
Prism.......ooo TPLOLLO
Problem.............iiii TpoPAnua
Prophet........oooiiii TPOPNTNG
Prophecy, prophetic
Psyche... .o Yoy
Psychic, psychology
Psychotherapy...............oooooill yuyoBepanela

Pyramid...............i TLPAULOOL



